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Obrium brevicorne (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae) 
Discovered in Central Honshu, Japan 


Tatsuya Nusato! and Téru HoriGucu?” 


1) Bioindicator Co., Ltd., Yarai-cho 126, Shinjuku, Tokyo, 162-0805 Japan 
2) Ishihara 1197-4, Shibukawa-shi, Gunma Pref., 377-0007 Japan 


Obrium brevicorne PLAVILSTSHIKOV, 1940, was originally described from Ussuri, and is 
presently known to occur in Far East Russia, the Korean Peninsula and Hokkaido. In Japan, this 
obriine species was firstly illustrated by KUSAMA and TAKAKUWA (1984) in their iconographical 
book as an undetermined Obrium species on the basis of the specimens collected from eastern 
Hokkaido. After that, NIIsATO (1991) gave its true name O. brevicorne for the Obrium in question. 

In the summer of 2006, HorIGUCHI collected a peculiar Obrium specimen by light in the 
drainage of the Jinryi-gawa River of Ueno-mura Village of Gunma Prefecture. He had no 
interest in that Obrium after collecting, and believed that it was a large specimen of the common 
Obrium, O. obscuripenne takakuwai. Becaues of such circumstances, the Obrium species in 
question was brought to NusaATo for identification more than four months after HORIGUCHI’s 
discovery. Surprisingly, his Obrium specimen in question was exactly O. brevicorne which had 
never been found from Honshu. 

In early December of the same year, we revisited Ueno-mura Village together with our 
friends in entomology for collecting additional specimens. It seems to be easy for collecting the 
larvae of O. brevicorne since many adults emerged out from the host branches of Fraxinus 
mandshurica var. japonica in Hokkaido. We examined the host plant along the valley of the 
Jinryû-gawa River in a full early winter day. However, our effort was not repaid. We found no 
larvae of any Obrium, neither in the branches nor the tree of F. mandshurica which was also 
expected as the main host of O. brevicorne in Honshu. 

The collecting record of HoRIGUCHI’s specimen is as follows: 14, Narahara, Ueno-mura 
Vill., Gunma Pref., Honshu, Japan, 26-VII-2006, T. HORIGUCHI leg. Specimen came flying on 
the screen of light trap at about 21:00. It was a very warm night and the air temperature was 
more than 20°C. 


In closing this short report, we wish to thank Messrs. J. KANEKO, M. MURATA and M. 
TAKEDA for their kind support in the field works. 
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